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I'ighrs firss
brightened city
nights, A Hny
:|'irp'|..'|m;- arnitghar bhee
first takenff from a
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Florida's first Colkie of Engrineer-
i.Tl.j; was lnunched with five r.u._"nll;g,-'
miernbers and 48 students, John B,
Bemvhon, a University of Florida en-
Fincoring and |'|h_'_."=.in=. pmd'mw
simer 1906, was named dean of
thise pioneers,

'Ii‘_l.r Fall 19110, LIT had gmdu.'ll;ﬁ:l
its first cnginecs, from the foumed-
i class af 190 Crsian W, Dok,
IEEE, Lakeland, 'I-'!.1'I|1I1 I, Rader,
TECE, Miami; Harry L. Thomypson,
BSCE, Pensacola, The miver ool
cffered miechanical mfjr.ﬂri.ng o
the first timic, 2z well s impreesed
studies incivil and electrical engi-
T.(Tl'inj_'_. for S'ITI,II.-':.rmr.. 'i|1|_'||.||.'iing
roinm, hoard, and heat, Admission
requined the egquivalent of an 1th
arade education,

Florida was shll lTargely fromtier
in 1910, Jacksenville was the
lamgest cily, at 28,249 people,
fodlenaed by Pensacola, Key Yest
and Tamipa. Tiny Gainesvilke had
paved the mead oul beyond the
edge of toem B0 iks prized new uni-
versity. UF was a bypical mew Flord-
da developirent - buildings
scadbered across an expanse of at
zamd, wiry grass, tall pines and
subly shrubberye The 1910
vearbook speaks wistfully of new-
Iy planbed handwood ees that
weotld provide abwandant shade in
4 feswy years,

Florida Hself was busy af the
weorl ol crealing new socielies -
baibding infrastrschure, Engineers
wese developing ratlroads, port fa-
cilibes, lighways, bredges, and,
abeve all, drainage systems,
Tedephone, telegraph and electric
power nelworks were beginnang
b i Hie weay across Florida.
Thee nued For ice-rmaking and cold
storage plants was obvious,

At the universih's dedication i
Octobier 1966, NE Bryan,
chatrman of the Beard of Conbmal

[t ear]ly wersion of the Board of

Fegents), had spoken prophetical-

by far shudents at the nevr College
af Engincering, “The fime &= past
when “asob hard ima kid ghowe’ is
thir hndgvnt'.'l f',pmli'rnan. [t is me»
lomnger undignificd te labor”

Enggineering students had amphe
|1|:1-pm11.|11.'ilj.r In F-:‘H.’Iic.'i'.' The digﬂil}r
af labar, The cvil engimeering,
department in 19-1910 did
extersive survey work on local
connky oads, and plammeed and di-
rected constrction work on carm-
s ard im and aronandd
Gainesville, Students involved in
thie moadd survey work, ared who
liked the camaradenis, nTg.inimi
inbe the Transit Clab, The Transit
Clukr anmoumoed ifs aim in life in
thee 1910 annual; “Toimpress ours
selves amd cverybody else with the
fact that s Civil Engrineers ame the
Aﬁsrﬂrrac_'_'.r of Practical Men, 5o
Civil Engimcering, studenits arne the
rinbural leaders among thise who
-;:]ng-:_:-ua:l 1hi.ngs i the I._In'i'.'{'rsil;:,'.

Alsa, incdentally, to help cach
wtier lamd oo jobs during vaca-
biomes — and last, but not least, b
hive a mood feed occasionally”

The first new engineering build-
img was complebed in 1911 ak the
urging of UF President Murphree,
wic had been complaining that
LIF lacked classsoom space, Later
rimed Bentom Hall, it was located
om the sibe of the current Grinter
Hall The new structure had a lew
pechilems, For ome thing, the bualkd-
iz did mot have a bodler fioe heat.
Proving thal engireers an:
pacblem solvers, Dean Benbon
wrede, “Foe the present, we can
hueal the beclure rooms wilh cheap
oo sbowves, pumadng Hee pipse ol
through the wirdow by rerroving
Elie sardowpane at very litlle
expense, YWith proper care and al-
tention, which we shall provide,
Elus conald b cdone mose o less
safely”

Making doron a limited budpget
was emsenbial ina state that, 30
vears eartier, had reacly ended
public high schoal education ina
cost-cutbing move. Mor wens facul-
ty overpaid. The average salary in
1911 was 51,550 por year. UF
Salarses in 1916 were sill 44th o
thae makion - when thers were only
B sbabes i He uBica.

Mevertheless, the college was
proud of its new headquarters. ansd
bragged in the 1912 college
catalog: "I is a S-sbory brick build-
ing, 122 feet by 72 foct, with a one-
story wing for bodlers and sbeam
engine laboratory I provides
classrooms and drafting momns for
all of the engineering departments
af istrection, and various special
labaratories, such as the hydraulic
labaratery, dynamio laboratong
steam engine laboratory, and labo-
rivtory for tesbing raterials,”

The college wias ready b0 carmy
ol its miEssion, as stated in the cat-
akog Sohimlashic miming alone
vt purke @ comnigheterd
ergineer... It can, fonremes; it a s
fo enier tee prefession af egivecring:
arid it s an mportaet elemert il
firunte sweness m et r.lngfr'mﬁ'.ur.

The engincering shadents vwene
fincling their identity, teo, In 1914,
thie Transtt Clab and the Kelvin
Engineering Chib consolidated to
form the Bendon Engineering Soci-
ety The student rewspaper report-
o that, "The Engineering College
miet Monday evening [May 200
ard accepted a comstitution for ils
future guidance, This crganization
shall be known & the Benton Engi-
meering Society and was organized
i the purpose of partcipating, in
dighates and to promote socal
Tunclicas for its members”

By 1915, the college lad 35
araduates, with 23 actually
employed in englneering, The col-
lege starting expanding Hs
Tacilibes, asking for a forge and
Toundiry, estimabed al 55,000, aned a
weosd and machine shop, esbmat-
ed at 521,000,

O Lhe eve af LLS, enkry talo
Wiorlcl War 1, the college kad 104
students and chermical engineering
Ll Been acdded bo e curceulum
The corlbege bad besmm b nobice
comnpetition for studends,
comnementing i the 1917 Univers:-
ty Revord: “Chae bo lack of advertis-
ing facilities, an aid 20 much
ernploved by most colleges, many
ORI, TIET of oo state ame
ignorant of the remarkable oppor-
tunities offered by their own hore
imstitution, ardd enmod] elseaw e
fior @ fechnical training™

A diiferent kind of sledent
aerived at e collesge 1 1915 for
the Armny tealning school and the
war-measares school for eadio op-
erators, The college fell neady for
the challenge, stating ln The
Liniversily Record,” In the present
ek war of nations, He rest -
portant branch of the servioe is
tkal af the engineess, arsd Lhe swar
departroent 1s alrmoest daaly
seraling admomitions o the
shudent engineers le complele
their courses so a8 o be of the
sk benefit to the govermoment

After the war il will depend
largely an the quality of the
prachcing engireers as bo how
soon the stricken parts of Europe
are rebwilt and the world setonilks
fet again,”

l:_'r'rr;lin'l:,:. 'I'r_l.r 149149, the m’llcg,n:
necided o expand the engincering
building agnin, A south wing was
cornpleted that year, foruse asa
wioakdshop, o fosge, and o foundry,
Funes had been appropriated to
cover bath construction and equip-
micak, buk costs were climbing and
thie funds tumed out fo be enough
for construchion only, [Fwas hoped
the legislatume woould appropriate
the money for equipment that
vear

S0, the pattern was set,
Dremaneds fior revw technology
spamrmed rew engineering sludies,
which atfracted rore students,
who requibred more factlitbes, The
college was growing,

T the mext issue of The Florida
Enginear, we will race the path of
the aollege thuough e 30,

Editor's Mote: This is the firs ina
series of articles on the history of
the Callege of Engineering. W
wiould like very much to hear from
alumini, faculty, and friends whio re
e b some spw;'l.:.'l ewenl ar pes
sony, and waald like toshase their
inentnsies witl ua While each mag-
aziwe arbicle will be fairy brief, we
are planming bo expanad this materi-
al inti boek length. We hope o
publish this book in the year 2000
That's not very Far away, folks, so
we need b start nu]lm'l'i.'nﬁ your sko-
res rlg;'h.f away, .|'l.:|'|.].I Fi:l_'l'l,]n:'l; wou
weant o share will e welcome, o,
and will b petumed, Cur serface
enail amd e-miail addresses amd lele-
phome mamberns ane an the insisde
frank coves, <Ml Dalisar
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