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The Beginning

In T90E LIEs Department of
Electrical Engincering was part of the
Technological School, which offered
courses in mechanical, civil engineer-
ing and mechanie arts, Electrical
Engineering instruction wias
“planned so as to lay equal stress on
classroom work, of the theoretical
nature, and on laboratory work, of
the practival nature,” (UF Catalogue)
To provide for work of the “practical
nature,” The | .'rli-.'.-r-.il'_-_.' brilt o
n.|_'r':':.*.|:|.|.|| |.||=-.1r.|IL:-|'_'_.'.. a35 |,|:.-' 18 foot,
one-skory wionelon |'-1|i'||:1i|1j: :1|'\-I.x'1'.’i
cally for electrical engincering—one

of thres new bulldings that vear,
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Thee Electrical Engineering
program bad one professor, [ohn
Hentam, wwho went on to become the
barst Dean at
En gineering in
1970, The
department
affered senior
COMITECS i
Lhy muinrmni-
Electric
MachineTy,
Alternating
Currents,
Electric Lighting and Transmission of
Power, and Telegraph & Telephone
Engineering. Under Benton's leader-
ship, the engineering,
disciplines expanded
into their awn |:!1_|'i]|:|'i11g,
Engineering Hall, later
renamedd Benton Halll
[k contaimed space for
affices, classrooms,

Labwsratories, ancd
-:'||‘.'|I"I:|11;.: rams, 1he
ariginal Benton Hall
was later demolished to
makip Space foor Ehi
construction of the
wraduate school's
Grinter Hall,

Thi Cﬁl]]l'l-_:_-:'-'"- gnu-."th;
mimicked the develop-
ment of Gatneswille &
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contemparary descmibed the city as
“Lowell paved, |with] lighted and
shaded streets! the water supply is
exceplionally puree, amd the sewage
system is good. . The moral atmo
sphere is wholesome, and for many
vears the sale of intoxicants has been
prohibited by law.™ (19100

Alorg with ks prohubation of
alcohal, Gainesville offered o quaint
but strict academic community,
Students Lived in Buckman Hall
Dormitory; which is sB11 i wse tod .
Simce only men were admitted to the
Umiversity, a single dormitory
housed all of the stidents, Students
at the university had o provide
themselves wilh a “Charlottesville
cadet gray™ umiform which cost about
15, “being much less expensive than
citizen’s clothing of like quality,”
Although UF administrabors requined
students o woar theseanifomoms vear:
roumd, in Hhe summer Hine 1_|_'|_1_':|.'
could wear a.zhict, hat and a pairiof
white duck trousers

Despite the dress code and
liwing accommadations, which were
regimented by confemporary stans
dards, students were never wanbing
for outside social actvibies. For
example. electrical and mechanical
engineering students were able Lo
join the Kelvin Engineering Cluls,
which held meetings every wao



witelks, This club meried with Civil
Engineering’s Transit Club in 1914 to
form the Benton Engineering Socicty,
which iz still an active society,

World War

Vhile student run engineer-
il'li-', aocioliog r-|l.:lLIr'i.-\.'.".|.:d. the
u|||1.-|.-'|.-\.i.l:l.-':-\. administralicn lurmed ils
focus away from student life and
losward rq.ll."il.'t_'.-"-i involvement in the
‘Careal War'—World War 1. Conse-
quently, many functions of the
Lniversity took second place to the
war efforl. An arrangement between
the Committes on Education, the War
Department, and the University
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established the Army Training
Sehool. The school was designed to
give vocatiomal instruction to enlisted
men, such as through the war mea-
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which was
disbanded at the end of Lthe war in
1914.

During the temporary
r'l.-E|::II'i1-".-'I.-! bebwesn W1 and WWII,
campus life returned to normal. By

1924, the list of professional organiza-

m—,

e i T T Ly

1 19 e
!I'I 917 wared dafer dorm i

tions availalile to EE majoras had
expanded Lo include the American
[mstitute of Electvical Enginecrs
LAIEE) and the College of Engineer-
ing honorary sociely, Sigma Tau. In
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1928, the College established &
graduate program for hMasters
degrees in Chemical, Civil, Electrical
and Mechanical Engineering, Total
errallment rase to 290 with one-third
being electrical engineering majors,

Chie EE graduate of this
pericd, John V, Atanasoff, a
1923 alumnus, buailt the first
electronic digital computer in
1937, Atanasoffs achisvemient
along with other scientists later
contributed to the allied
victory,

World War 11

LFs enrollment plummeled
al the staet of WWITL Tin a June
154 n-pur'l, I..IJ'IEI'!."I"'I".‘-\.“}" P ppsi-
dent John [, Tigerl commented:

Recenl Vs hawve bspon a0 filled
will ¢ I"""'E:-"' and .sl.i]ll.-\.ln'u.::':l
whitch hag acerued from |.|‘:-c".‘=|..
ratienal, and waorld conditions
Lhat the demands made U A
service agency like the Univer-

sity have been almest unprecedented.

_Il.:l.‘\.| N, BVErY ac Ii'.-'il_'.-' al the LUni-
versity is being affected by the
demand for such as will promaote the
nalional defense, and beyond this,
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preserve the traditional and funda
meenlal elements of American Life and
institutions.

In contrast W ils pre-war
rescarch in agriculture, which pro-
duced a celery harvester and a
watermelon seeder, Electrical Engi-
neering research became inexorably
linked to military applications. For
example, in 1943, the Electronic
Communications Laboratory (ECL)
wirs established, with primary
funding from the predecessors of the
Army Bescarch Laboratory, During
ther war years, the ECL played a key
rale in the evolution of the radar
proximity fuse by developing a
variable time delay fuze. The
variable fme fuse increased Hexilil-
i‘l'_-_.' ir the timing process and gave
birth te the radar proximity fuze,
which could measure its position in
relation g the mrget and Thl;,"'l'l'_'l-l'r' sk
ilself accordingly, The military
comsidered the radar one of the three
ik irrl[xl:’l;._nﬂ seientific |;5|r_'1,-'|;~|1'|]'|-
mienls of WIWILandd honored the BCL
with the Navy Ordnance Award for
il :’:Ill\'hil."'.l'l I,

A fh’i" the War

After the war, i||:_|,:-|||i||F
veterans catsed enrollments to soar,
The increasa in students led the
L']'li'l.-'E“I‘:éi.l_'!.-' lo construct Lhe |"|11',Irll."'l.'“|*-
ing and Industries Building (later
renamed ¥Weil Hall, in hanor of Dean
Weill, In 1947, the student branch of

the AIEE released it's firsk newsletter,

which commented on the growth:

Cirowth and progress have become
the bwo bywords of the repartment
of Electrical Engineering at the
University of Florida. The past
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A student concertnries o g saenem hedi.

Weil Hall, near completion jn 1951
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before
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towched all Wane Chen was EE
E-'h""q“.'::“ of I :'!'..='il"l.'|-:'l.'.' Chairin ased

the pro-
gram, il is

stilseguently Dean of the

Caollepe (1973-55).

seen in the vastly increased student
enrollment from a pre-war average of
33, to 98 registered upper division
students in September 1947, with the
peak stll to come. [ is seen in the
research program which is at present
developing several projects for the
Lovernmenl under an annual budget
of 5250000, An idea of the expansion
can be zained from the inceease in
personnel from four in 1940 1o forty
i 1947,

The year 1947 was a watershed for
the University because it was the year
that it first began admitting women.



and Black halls were dedicated to house the soaring

almost 20 vears atter the dedication of this complex, the
Computer Science and Engineering building was coms=
pleted. The continued growth to this day of engineering
at U will be accomodated by a new, five-story engineer-
ing building, which is currently under construction.
Three of these floors will be occupied by the Department
of Electrical and Computer Engineering,

Were you Hhere? If you were g shiudent or facully
member in the Deparbiment of Electrical Engimeering
for any of the events discussed in this article, we

The CSE |I'I'.'|I'|I|.I"|:. wrder consierciion in the mid-#s, ﬂu:'u![-r ”j.? i ;mrﬁﬂm Fﬂu

Despite their acceptance, female
enrollments im the Collegme of Engi
neering remained low even through
the 1960%, After a trip o the Soviet
Union, EE Chairman Wayvne Chen
werote im his m CIMOars, "'r|1irr}' s 40
[J-{"Tl;,'l,'l'lt af I:'i'n_' |_'1'|gi|1q'|,':".."._}_:_ '=1‘I_I-C\,| ks in
the Soviet Union ace women, Are we
I1l;,"li:ll_'\-q,'|:i11;|: an i|11|'\-c|'r|:.||1| ]lr-h'rl.h::'.
sourer of techmical LN OAET (OF
TR SRR LA |;1|_:-l.‘.'|_'|"'] i Elhas |_-.'-|.|r;.|:_1.- i
Although female envollmend
111 Fﬁgill-:_'u'r'.r'.i-_:_ camkimued o |::i-:__, Thx
L'l_l”ua._:'i_'- | |'||;'._:||.r'.|'u_-|'i||z:l anel .=~|-:'-.'i|'.-
I.1":\.' the r.:'-E"lhIr|IIII!‘-II‘| of Electrical
Erl!_'_inl.'l_'rill_!; B hll]lh‘l.'ll'lli.‘l”:.'
|_||..'.'|||!_'_ e sixbues. In 1947 the new
E:"“l”"".- Larson, .-"'.l'n:l.‘-r\.'l-f'l.". Chermical

is sclreanled fo open i
I887, This prefure wes faken in
March, 1926, The predonn-
wanthy bprick fecade asll be

wccerried b reflecoe widomos

enrollment of students and a record 52 EE aculty. In 1556,
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